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CASE 0/ «« ENLARGED SPLEEN. By GEORGE 
BURRO WES, M.D. M.R.I.A. 



On the 4th of April 1792, a man aged about forty-four, Read Jane 
who had that morning walked feveral miles from the coun- '* '^^'* 
try, applied for admittance at the Hofpital of the Houfe of 
Induftry. He faid he had laboured under dropfy for feme 
months, during which time the abdomen had increafed to the 
fize it then was, which was equal to that of a woman in the 
ninth month of pregnancy. His eyes were fuffufed with yellow, 
but his legs were not then, nor had they ever been, fwelled. 
The abdomen was examined by fbme of the young gentle- 
men, my pupils, who thought they could perceive an evident 
fludluation. He was Jsut into the chronic ward, and fome 
opening medicine ordered to be taken the following day 
(the 5th) : this operated Well ; but on the next day (the 6th) 
he was feized with feyere vomiting and head-ach, which pre- 
vented any examination of the fwelling, being fuppofed to 
arife from fatigue, change: of air, diet, &c The vomiting con- 
tinuing on the 7th, hfe was removed to the fever Ward, where 
he could be better attended and more regularly vifited. Not 

having 
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having any apprehenfion of contagion, in tlie ftate I fuppofed 
the fluids to be in, the effervefcing draughts were prefcribed 
him and fome wine. When I vifited him on the 8th, his 
pulfe was extremely quick and feeble, his Ikin hot, and tongue 
white, and I was informed that he had raved at times dur- 
ing the night. Blifters were then applied to the legs, an in- 
je<5lion ordered, and the wine increafed. The vomiting flill 
returned at intervals. On the 9th all the fymptoms became 
much more violent, and lliglM: liiccough difturbed him now 
and then. The wine was again increafed, being , the only 
thing his ftomach would bear. On the loth I found him in 
a ftate nearly approaching to conia^ with conftant fingultus. 
Attempts were made to roufe him by further ftimulating 
applications, but in vain ; and he died that evening, the 
fixth from his admiffion, and the fourth from the attack o£ 
vomiting* 

I EXAMINED the body the morning after his deceafe. From 
the circumfcribed appearance of the tumified abdomen, I 
fuppofed the water might be contained in a cyft (a circum- 
ftance, I believe, feldom met with in men) as it much re- 
fembled a difeafe very familiar to me in the Hofpital, I mean 
ovarium dropfy. On ftriking the tumour on one fide, while I 
kept my hand fixed on the other, I liad no doubt of feeling 
a fluctuation j but when I prefled hard on the linea alba, or 
center of the abdomen, I was greatly furprifed to find a 
ridge reaching from the fternum to the pelvis. I then opened 
the cavity and beheld the ftomach and inteftines all thrown 
completely to the right fide, much diftended with air, while 
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the whole left fide was filled i:^ with the fpleen, enlarged to 
an enormous fize, and occupying the entire half of the cavity, 
from the diaphragm, which projedled iqto the thorax, to the 
pelvis ; it was neither difcoloured nor indurated, but natural 
in every refpedl except fize. The vefTels were not more than 
a third larger than in an ordinary fized fpleen. 

When this enormous vilcus was taken out, it meafured 
fourteen inches and a half long, and weighed eleven pounds 
thirteen ounces. I need hardly mention that the ufual length 
is about four inches, and the weight fix or eight ounces. 
The liver was fomewhat difcoloured and difeafcd, but not a 
fpoonful of water was contained in the abdomen. 

The evennefs and foft texture of the vifcus on one fide, 
and the equability of the other from the diftended inteftines, 
joined to the facility with which fuch bodies would convey 
the i^us, when ftruck on the lefi fide (the ufual method, it 
being done by the operator's right hand) might have deceived 
even an experienced furgeon ; and had a perfon with fuch a 
difeafe been tapped, the trocar mufl have inevitably been 
plunged into the vifcus, and death (from haemorrhage) hav^s 
enfued *. 

The ftomach was changed in pofition as well as fcite, lying 
more obliquely than horizontally ; and fo compreffed was it 
between the liver and this enlarged fpleen, that it required 
very confiderable force to diftend it. That, part of the colon 

Vol. IV. B b which 

* Such a circamftance did once happen in Edinburgh, a*vj the wouBded fpleen is exhU 
bited by Dr. Monro in his leSures.. 
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which is tied down by a ligament, in confequence of the 
great preffure, had its diameter much leffened, and the thick- 
nefs of its coats very confiderably increafed. 

It is by no means tincommon to meet this vi&us pretcr- 
naturally enlarged; fiich inftances ate related by various au- 
thors, defcribed in all anatomical ledkures, and exhibited in 
feveral mufeums. Mead mentions the diffeiflion of a perfbn 
in whom was found an enormous fpleen weighing ^^v^ pounds, 
which h« feems to think, with Hippocrates, an attendant on 
fcurvy; and Morgagni informs us of his having feen one of 
eight pounds. But that to which I have the honour of call- 
ing the attention of the Academy is larger, I believe, than 
any yet defcribed. 

Our ignorance of the ufes of this vifcus is confidered as one 
of the dilgraces of phifiology.^ Much time was employed, and 
much ingenuity exhaufted, by the ancients as well as the 
moderns, in endeavouring to alcertain its purpofes in the ani- 
mal oeconomy, but without fuccefs. Malpighi, diflatisfied 
with the conjedlures of his predeceflbrs, and defpairing of fuc- 
ceeding where fo many had failed, refolved on an experiment 
from which he might rationally have expedled confiderable 
infisrmation. He extirpated the ipleen in feveral dogs, hoping 
thus to difcover by its want what had in vain been fought 
for from its prefence. His ingenuity was, however, but ill 
requited ; for though the animals lived long afte r the opera- 
tion, and conRant attention was paid to every circumftance 
attending them, though the experiment was repeated in Eng- 
land by Mr. Boyle, yet it has not in any wife aififted us to 
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difcover what are the fecretions of this gland, or what its 
ufe. The opinion which the ingenious Mr. Hewfbn advanced 
a few years ago feems to me as wild as the conje<5lurei of 
thofe who preceded him ; for how much lefs abfurd does it 
appear to fuppofe the fplecn employed in manufa<^uring cen- 
tral fubftances for the globules of the blood than that it was 
intended *' as an equipoife for the liver," or " an ufelefs mafs," 
or an " error of nature," or " a fink for atrabiliary faeces," 
or " the receptacle of a ferment," or the " feat of luxury," 
as fuppofed by fome ; or " of grief," as alleged by others, or 
"of joy," or " indolence," " of mirth," or " fleep," each of 
which, though oppofite, had its fupporters. 

But though the experiment of Malpighi has not difcovered 
to us the ufe of this vifcus, it has, however, proved to us, 
that it is not indijpenfably neceffary to animal life ; and the 
cafe which I have related evinces that it may be increaied 
immenfely without affecting the conftitution otherwife than 
by mechanical meaji$. Enlarged enormouQy as it was, it did 
not prevent fever, nor did it feem to give rife to any dif- 
eafe. Dropfy, the common confequence of obftrudled or even 
enlarged vifcera, was not produced by it ; and had not the 
fever accidentally come on, the man might have lived till the 
preifure had prevented digeftion from being performed. That 
it aggravated the fymptoms of the fever, and contributed to 
its danger, I will readily confcfs ; but I by no means think that 
it can be confidered as a caufe either exciting or remote. 



